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House Educat ion Committee  
S.40 –  Test ing for  Lead in Water Suppl ies (Schools;  Chi ldcare Faci l i t ies)  
 
February 26, 2019  
 
Good afternoon.  I  am Bri t tany Gi lman, Business Manager for Addison Centra l  School Dist r ict .   
Addison Centra l  School Dist r ict  includes seven elementary schools,  a midd le school,  and a high 
school,  and represents the towns of  Br idport ,  C ornwal l ,  Midd lebury,  Ripton, Sa l isbury,  Shoreham, and 
Weybridge.  In January 2019, Addison Central  School  Dist r ict  was pleased to par tner with  a team at 
Midd lebury  Col lege, led by Dr.  Mol ly Costanza -Robinson,  to undergo lead test ing.  In an e f fort  to be 
proact ive,  we have al ready begun remediat ion based on the recommendat ions o f  the researchers .  
In examining Addison Cen tra l  School Dist r ict ’s data in the context o f  S.40, my observat ions are as 
fo l lows:  
 
1. Definit ion.   As current ly proposed, S .40 inc ludes a broad def in i t ion of  “out le t ” (a dr ink ing water 

f ixture current ly or potent ia l ly used for consumption or cooking purposes… ) .   Th is could be 
interpreted to include  al l  out lets in a school,  even those for  which u t i l izat ion for dr ink ing purposes 
would be unl ike ly.   Example s of  these out lets  are bathroom and ut i l i ty s inks.   Th is def in i t ion could 
reasonably be expected to lead to more extensive remediat ion .  

 
2. Funding.  In Senate Proposal of  Amendment to H.97, $860,000 has been al located to  fund the 

est imated 50 percent State share of  tap remediat ion costs.   My bel ief  is that th is est imate may be  
signif icant ly  underfunded based on Addison Centra l  School Dist r ict ’s est imat ion of  remediat ion  
costs.   At a 3  ppb act ion level,  we est imate remediat ion compl iant with S.40 as wr i t ten to  cost 
between $80,000 and $100,000, conservat ively.   This assumes rep lacement  of  f ixtures on ly,  but 
does not inc lude plumbing and rep lacement  costs of  more distal  p ip ing.  For some dist r ic ts,  more 
extensive remediat ion may be necessary,  which great ly increases remediat ion  costs.   I  understand 
that Jeff rey Francis of  t he Vermont  Super intendents Associat ion has input  regard ing the funding 
al locat ion and method,  so I  wi l l  not speak to that issue except to say that the amount al located  
appears to be insuf f ic ient,  and that remediat ion, even  with a 50% re imbursement,  may  be a burden 
to school d ist r ict  f inances across the state.    

 
 
In conclusion, whi le I  fu l ly  support  test ing and remediat ion ef forts,  as wel l  as the purpose of  the bi l l  
as stated, I  be l ieve the funding needed to comply with the 3 ppb act ion level exceeds what has been 
al located.   I  would urge the legisl ature to consider add it ional fund ing to complete th is important 
in i t iat ive.  

 
 
 
 

 


